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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Arguments 

1 . . Applicant's arguments filed 1 0/24/2006 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. 

2. Applicant argues that Morishita et al. (US 6,992,734) fails to disclose reinforcing 
frames that are joined at corners to form a picture frame. This is not persuasive. Clearly, 
Morishita discloses frames (1) and (2) which are joined at corners by screw holes (23), 
as shown in Figure 1 and disclosed in the specification (column 4, lines 44-52). 
Applicant's arguments are therefore unpersuasive. 

3. Furthermore, Applicant argues that Morishita fails to disclose wherein the said 
reinforcing frames are provided with light leakage preventive structures where the end 
portions of the reinforcing frames come into contact to each other. However, the 
combination of frames (1) and (2) constitute a light leakage preventative structure, since 
they are opaque materials, and therefore light from the backlight unit (61) will not be 
leaked through them. Furthennore, the two frames are joined at the corners at the 
screw hole (23), which are the "joints" of the reinforcing frames. Applicant arguments 
are not persuasive. 

4. Therefore, rejections of claims 1 and 3 are maintained. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 
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(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1-6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Morishita 
et al. (US 6,992,734). 

3. Regarding claim 1 , Morishita discloses an LCD (see figure 1 , for instance), 
having: a U-shaped main body case (3) having opposing side walls and other open 
portions and a relatively wide bottom wall, a backlight unit (61) housed in the main body 
(3), and an optical member (5) placed on the surfaces of both side walls of the main 
body case (3) while covering the backlight unit (61), wherein the optical member (5) is 
placed on the surfaces of both side walls of the main body case (3) where the backlight 
unit (61) is housed, and the outer periphery of the optical member (5) is encased by 
reinforcing frames (2) that are joined at corners (23) to form a picture frame. Claim 1 is 
therefore unpatentable. 

4.. Regarding claim 2, Morishita discloses the LCD according to claim 1 (see figure 
1 , for instance), wherein said optical member (5) has a light leakage preventive 
structure (24) where the surface side edge of the outer periphery of the optical member 
(5) is covered by the said reinforcing frames (2, 25). Claim 2 is therefore unpatentable. 
5. Regarding claim 3, Morishita discloses the LCD according to claim 2 (see figure 
1 , for instance), wherein the joints of said reinforcing frames (2) are provided with light 
leakage preventive structures (24) where the end portions of the reinforcing frames (3) 
come into contact to each other. Claim 3 is therefore unpatentable. 
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6. Regarding claim 4, Morishita discloses the LCD according to claims 1-3 (see 
figure 1, for instance), wherein a transparent thick reinforcing plate (column 10, lines 1- 
7) is disposed on the rear surface of the said optical member (5). Claim 4 is therefore 
unpatentable. 

7. Regarding claim 5, Morishita discloses the LCD according to claims 1-3 (see 
figure 1, for instance), wherein an LCD panel (4) is placed on an assembly encased by 
said reinforcing frames (2) and the LCD panel (4) is affixed to the said main body case 
(3) by an outer frame divided into several parts (1 , 2, 3). Claim 5 is therefore 
unpatentable. 

8. Regarding claim 6, Morishita discloses the LCD device according to claim 1 (see 
figure 1, for instance), wherein a lamp-supporting stage (64) of the said backlight unit 
(61) is disposed at the open end of the said main body case (3), while a middle member 
(641) is disposed on the lamp-supporting stage (64), and the said optical member (5) is 
affixed to the main body case (3) by the said reinforcing frames (2). Claim 6 is therefore 
unpatentable. 

Conclusion 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
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shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Nathanael R. Briggs whose telephone number is (571) 
272-8992. The examiner can normally be reached on 9 AM - 5:30 PM Monday through 
Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David Nelms can be reached on (571) 272-1787. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



Nathanael Briggs 
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